management of cardiac arrhythmias is in line with the new ILCOR/ERC/ARC recommendations, but more of the management plans would benefit from a flowchart rather than text. The section on obstetric emergencies is especially good, being succinct enough to become incorporated in departmental handbooks. After three weeks of carrying it around and becoming used to its iconic style, it grew on me-even the washable cover is sensible.
Is This volume is a good example of the old saying 'good things come in small packages".
The book is part of a series produced quarterly by Lippincott Williams and Wilkins in the U.S.A. It has eight chapters containing original papers reviewing life-threatening scenarios which can present themselves to anaesthetists. The chapters are clear, concise and readable. The illustrations are few but this does not adversely affect the book's worth. Some chapters are of particular interest to obstetric and paediatric anaesthetists but most contain something for all of us. In particular, I found the case presentation on Cardiac Tamponade thorough and understandable-the Echo images are some of the best illustrations I have seen of this condition.
have seen of this condition. Similarly, the "Anaesthetic Considerations in Patients with Liver Failure" leaves nothing out. It is concise enough to fit into 18 pages but well set out with plenty to 18 pages but well set out with plenty of big sub-headings for those of us seeking the main issues.
Is it up-to-date?-without a doubt, yes. The section on "Coagulopathy in Massive Transfusion" contains the most recent references on the use of recombinant Factor Seven and a refreshingly clear explanation of the effects of acidosis and hypothermia on haemostasis. I profess some expertise in liver transplantation and found the section on liver disease to be comprehensive with a very recent view on many of the controversial issues in liver failure-e.g. the aetiology of its "trademark" encephalopathy.
Is it worth the money? On the publisher's website, This is a large volume with wide coverage of topics in anaesthesia. It includes excellent sections on equipment and pharmacology. It is up-to-date and includes some discussion of BIS monitoring. The clinical chapters have a strong North American style but generally succeed in covering the important issues. Throughout the book there are case discussions and some essays described as "Profiles in Anesthetic Practice". The case discussions illustrate some useful points but some are quite superficial. I would caution readers against using this book as the only source in planning an anaesthetic. For example, in a case discussion of anaesthesia for fixation of fractured neck of femur, the last sentence commenting on general anaesthesia states, "Deliberate hypotension may decrease intraoperative blood loss and is not contraindicated solely on the basis of age" (see Case Discussion, Chapter 13). The Case Discussion in Chapter 13 and the references at its conclusion refer to total hip replacement and therefore a population of patients somewhat different from those with fractured neck of femur.
The "Profiles in Anesthetic Practice" are by generally well-known authors but vary in quality. Some are argumentative and give only one opinion. Others, such as the comments on acute lung injury following thoracic anaesthesia, are carefully constructed, balanced and well referenced.
I am unsure of the target market for this book. It is a useful starting point for trainees seeking a broad overview but other sources will be required. Score 3/5. a. weeks Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria
